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Macatn Marilou Manuel

One outstanding way to enrich
one’s self is to live in a foreign
community, observe and learn
from it without necessarily shelv-

ing one’s own culture. Living




in Japan for one and a half years has given me this very rare opportunity. The
Japanese society itself is a reservoir of knowledge. Being here has exposed me to

a culture that is different from mine in many ways, a culture of a people known
throughout the world for their industry and discipline. To live harmoricusly with
the Japanese, judge them not as individuals but as an entity against their history,
geographical and social background, because everything that has been going on with
them and their country is rooted to these conditions. Their keen sense of sensibil-
ity and their exercise of fine distinctions in their activities, customs, and language
are really impressive. They have imbued in themselves that success is difficult to
achieve, that to achieve goals efforts must be tempered with diligence, patience, and
perseverance, .

Another good venue for personal growth is the daily interaction with the foreign
community at the International House. For me, the International House is a uni-
versity by itself. It is overflowing with wisdom about people and human relation-
ships. The face-to-face encounter with the residents of the house brought me in-
formation which I can’t find from books. Desirable values could be learned by
ohserving how people behave here. Relativism, accepting that the concept of good
or bad is not absclute, is an important lesson that I have learned from this inter-
national community life. Inspite of our cultural differences, however, there are
common hehavioral patterns that transcend nationalities. A deep understanding of
these common denominators could foster brotherhood instead of hostility.

I could say that my participation in the Monbusho program has not only
enabled me to grow in my field of specialization but in human relations as well,

"It’s. a2 well-rounded education that combines theory and practice — the learning
experience are very self-rewarding.

As I lock back to the past 18 months, I am filled with joy for am rich with
experience and friends. I will always treasure the special bond of friendship that
developed from my associations with the Japanese people and the other foreign
students. I know that when I go back home to my country, T'll be bringing with
me beautiful memories of my experiences here, but most importantly the friend-

ship and unselfish concern that my friends share with me. I believe, there could
be no better place and no better way for me to have gained rich experiences
than being here in Japan and studying in its academe.

Submitted by;
Marilot: M, Macatu
(Philippines)
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