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JAPAN-BRAZIL EXCHANGE OF PERSONNEL

" Coordinated by Prof. Hiroshi Moritomi (Gifu

4 . PR R ERSE University), the Sixth Bilateral Japan-Brazil Workshop

j HE—FZKZFE (UNICAMP, F5)L) took place last October in Gifu under the thematic

F Carlos K. Suzuki of renewable energy, environment and sustainable

> development. The other five previous workshops, three

of them held in Brazil and two in Japan were also related

to the same subject. The results were very fruitful in terms of exchange of experience and knowledge. At present

however, taking opportunity of the commemoration of Centenary of Japanese Immigration in Brazil, it is worthwhile

to make a balance under another view concerning these six workshops organized by UNICAMP and Gifu University,

with the participation of Kyoto Univ., Univ. of Tokyo, Univ. of Kyushu, and Tokyo Univ. of Agriculture and
Technology.

Nevertheless before doing this, it is highly pertinent to reminisce the main points of history of Japanese
immigrants in Brazil. Due to an unrealized dream (the initial plan of immigrant was to make a fortune in Brazil
and return home after a few years working), the immigrant was able to create a fantastic Nikkei community fully
integrated to the Brazilian society, that has been making an effective and remarkable contribution to this country
during the last 100 years. Brazil has become one of the main global actors in strategic areas, such as food production,
biofuel, natural resources for industrial use, and aerospace technology. In the new scenario for the next 100 years, the
Brazil-Japan partnership is strategic for both countries and particularly for the global equilibrium. It has also a great
complementarity in social, economical, technological and cultural aspects. Nevertheless, some vital questions arise:
Are we aware of such opportunity or even necessity? The Universities, whose main function is the training of high
level human resources responsible for the challenges and successes of such international partnerships, are effectively
preparing the young students for such a mission?

Practically no contributions to these questions were discussed or implemented in the six events of Japan-
Brazil Bilateral Workshops, which started in 2003. In a period of global recession, maybe it could be an interesting
procedure to act more pragmatically on these points. Some of the more urgent steps are probably feasible and under
our control:

(1) to make compatible the undergraduate curricula of the Universities involved so that the foreign students could be
mutually able to validate credits obtained during their stays; the same should be compatible for the graduation thesis;
to encourage also the “sandwich program” for the research of post-graduate students;

(2) particularly for “distant languages”, as the case of Portuguese and Japanese, a modern and special teaching
methodology development is vital; the success of exchange program and international cooperation depends basically
on the communication; for the Japanese student it could be an attractive factor to know that by studying Portuguese,
he would be able to open the doors of other Neo-Latin languages, Spanish, French, Italian, Rumanian and Catalan;

(3) beside the academic programs, it is fundamental the involvement and participation of enterprises to implement the
two-ways “internships”; certainly such activity will redound in benefit to the own enterprise;

The main purpose of the present article is to promote
discussions, comments, criticisms and suggestions on how to
make improvements in the exchange of personnel between Brazil
and Japan, how to motivate and how to offer advantages for the
foreign student. Also, how to lower the barrier, on both, cultural
and linguistic points of view, and especially to make a great
contribution for the internationalization of young student. For
the next Japan-Brazil Bilateral events, it is a high priority the
inclusion of items (1) to (3) in the thematic of program.
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