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wgamEst BILL FAIRCHILD

Listen: This 1s my first NEWSLETTER entry ever, so
it may not be as beautiful and graceful and sweet as it
should be. DBare with me. Obviously I had to ask, “What
should T write about?” [ received varicus answers ranging
from: Your University hfe in San Diego; Compare San
Diego to Gifu University: Life in Gifu; to How do you
feel about your life in Japan. OK, here we go,

I moved out of the house about half way through my
last year of High Schocl. 1 had to discipline myself, make
my own rules, [ was 18, [t was not too difficult, I simply lived & “normal” life.
The first thing that struck me as really humorcus in the International House was the
rules and regulations. Catch this (and I quote): “When a resident stays out over night
...... he/she is requested to notify the Student Affairs Section beforehand.” OFf course we
can all choose which night we will get so drunk that it is impossible to stand up, call
a taxi, or even fit the key intc the front door lock, right? We algo have rules about
our visitors, like “Visitors may visit the House from 9:00 am to 8:00 pm only. Resi-
dents should meet them in the lobby. Meeting in their room is prohibited.” Or how
about this: “Visitors must not stay overnight in the House. When a special circum-
stance occurs, contact the Student Affairs Section. “Now I don't really understand what
a “Special Circumstance” is, maybe I should ask. What is the Student Affairs Section?
Is it the part of the University which keeps tabulations on the Affairs of the Students?
Why would the University care who is having an affair with whom, who's kissing who?
Sounds like a gossip—line to me; Focus or Friday. So some of the rules are silly, never
mind that more than 50% of the people living here have PhD's. I'm the youngest, I'm
23.  Alright, I lied, Dipdee is the youngest, she’s four years old.

One difference bhetween San Diego and Gifu are the attitudes of the people. America
is a country of all races; black, white, yellow, and red. Japan has only Japanese people.
Sometimes I fell }ike Pm from Ouier Space, from Mars or somewhere, because pecple have
such a keen interest in looking at me. I understand that foreigners are as obvious as
corn. growing in a rice field. In the USA the people are all in the same field, Everyman
is familiar. Where was this taking us— oh yeah, people—watching. This is a healthy
hobby of mine, too, it’s a great way of learning many things about people very. quickly.
The point 1s to be sly about it, like a fox. So be careful, because I'm a fox also, and [
will bite your nose off (or wave friendily) if I zatch you gazing at me; and then vou
won't have anything to put into other people’s business, or point at: Watashi no hana
wa hana desu. Translation: My flower is a nose.

I have tried to keep this, my very first NEWSLETTER entry ever, as light and bouncy
and fun as possible, If this doesn’t end soon, I know some other person from Outer Space
will appear and edit this, my very first NEWSLETTER entry ever, into oblivion. 1 will
end on a serious note, quoting from az hook by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., entitled Breckfast of
Chompions. “We are healthy only to the extent that our ideas are humane.” And so it
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