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Experienced
Japanese culture
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Leslie Paterson
(a1 d 274 FKE)

Since coming from the land of fish tacos to the land
of rice, | have experienced Japanese culture at its
highest level in the Japanese countryside in Gifu.
Since my major is Japanese, Gifu city's name is old-
but not as old as many people from the United States
would think. In the1560s Gifu's original name was
Inokuchi. At the same time period a warrior named
Oda Nobunaga (1534-82) renamed it Gifu. Every
October there is a festival to remember him. Gifu is
not a very pretty town, but with time and patience, a
student can find Gifu's rich history. During the sum-
mer months Gifu's famous river, Nagaragawa, has its
Ukai fishing. A tradition that has started in the Toku-

gawa Era.
The Japanese language courses at Gifu University
has been a blessing. Small classes and great senseis
make class enjoyable. The more you learn the lan-
guage, the easier to learn the history, culture, and
tasty cuisine of Japan. | have been to Japan before as
a traveler, but not as a student. | have enjoyed stu-
dent life in Gifu and | have lived the Japanese way of
life as much as possible. Wearing a yukata at night
and eating Japanese food makes ycu feel you are a
part of the culture. By all means, if one wants to learn
the language, culture, and history, cne must study
and learn in the countryside rather than in a big city.
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