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Nestled in the northern rolling hills of the
Appalachian mountains, Morgantown, West Virginia is
a nature lover's delight. The state of West Virginia is
located near the easi coast of the US, about a four
hour's car drive west of Washington DC.

visitors to West

Japanese
Virginia and Morgantown always
comment on how it reminds them of the Hida district
in Northern Gifu Prefecture.  Morgantown the
county seat of Monongalia County, which hosts the

is

sprawling acreage of Monongahela National Forest
and the Dolly Sods Wilderness Park. This area Is
ideal for hiking, camping, mountain biking, snow

skiing, hunting and fishing. The state’s mountainous
terrain is also the perfect place to for rock climbing
and rappelling. Cooper's Rock State Forest, only a
15 minute drive from Morgantown, offers some of the
best climbing on the East Coast.

Spring is beautiful in West the

Virginia, as

[photo: typical autumn scene in West Virginia]

mountains come to life with rich green forests and
wildlife. temperatures average 25-30
degrees Celsius. Autumn is one of the most favorite

Summer

times for West Virginians, as the air becomes crisp
and is a wonderful time for "momiji gari” as the
mountains light up with a beautiful fall foliage display.
like the
Takayama festivals every year that show the local

There are many traditional festivals, much

customs and culture. During the winter, temperatures
average around 0 degrees Celsius. Sometimes it's as
cold as -15 degrees, but not often. Winter sports
attract both downhill and cross country skiers from
around the world to places like Snowshce Resort,
about 2 hour's drive from Morgantown.

West Virginia University is also located
Morgantown, a city of about 29,000 residents just 1.5

hours from Pittsburgh in north central West Virginia.

in

The University has three campuses; the main campus
has approximately 22,000 with
nearly 30,000 students throughout the state, including

students enrolled,
the regional campuses. Woodburn Hall, one of the
University's well-known buildings, is on the Downtown
Campus, near the central business district.

WVU has had many famous graduates including
Charles Vest, president of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology; Jay Chattaway, of Star
Trek music; Jerry West, a basketball All-American

and pro player who is now general manager of the

compaoser

Los Angeles Lakers; Terry Wimmer, recent winner of
a Pulitzer Prize; John Chambers, president and CEO
of Cisco Systems; Raymond J. Lane, president and
chief cperating cofficer of Oracle Corporation.

WVU prides itself on being a safe campus and is
situated in a state that consistently has the lowest
crime rate in the nation. WVU was recently awarded
the 1997 Safety Council's Award of Honor for its
total safety program, and USA Today has listed WVU
among the top safest campuses in the nation, with

_.8_




Morgantown being voted as the 3rd best small city
in the US.

"mailto:thrane@vsl.gifu-u.ac.jp

Mare information and resources on the Web

West Virginia University : "http://www.wvu.edu”

West Virginia Web : "hitp://wvweb.com/”

West Virginia Home Page : "http://www.state.wv.us/”
Snowshoe Ski Resort : "http://www.snowshoemtn.com/”
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UNIVERSITIES IN THAILAND

ARATEE (ErFEHEhFEE) Smarn Tesana
(z4)

The firstly established university in Thailand is
Chulalongkom University. Varieties of major subjects of
careers are available in Thailand. The following
established universities are famous in special fields of
careers ;. Mahidol University is well-known for medical
science, Thamasad University for law and social
science, Silpakorn University for art and literature and
Kasetsad University for agriculture. All of these
universities locate in Bangkok, the capital of Thailand,
A few decades later Thai government tried to distribute
universities into rural areas as the source of knowledge.
That is, three universities in each part of the couniry
were founded. In northern part chiangmai University
was founded, Khon Kaen University in northeastern
part and Prince of Songkla University in the southern
part. Nowadays many universities are established
including two open universities : Ramkamhaeng and
Sukothaithamathirat ~ Universities . These open
universities are widely open for people who graduated
from the high school or equivalent are able to study by
mail or television programmes, broadcasted by the
universities, at home.

We can categorize universities in Thailand into 4
groups.
|. Government universities: Chlalongkorn, KhonKaen,

and Mahidol Universities,

2. Private universities: Rangsit, Bangkok, and

Mahanakorn Universities.

3. International University: AIT

(Asian Institute of Technology)

4, Foreign University: British

University

I will introduce my university,
Khon Kaen University that located
almost the center of northeastern part
of Thailand (homepage: www. kku.
ac. th). It composed of 16 faculties
and 13 institutes. The policy of
university are providing oppodunities
to local students to study in the
university, perform researches to
solve problems of this region such as
salty soil, low water supplied
plantation, cholangiocarcinoma ,

thalascemia, renal stone, The funds are obtained from
the government budget, university or faculty revenue,

and donation from private agencies. But the total
amount of funds have been still remained few percent of
the GDP of the country. For internationally collaborated
researches have been carried out with South Korea,

Japan, USA, England, and Australia by bilateral
funding. Student exchange programmes have also
worked with Japan, USA and Great Britain. For more
Information please contact the Assistant Dean for
International Relations and Special Activities, Faculty of
Medicine, e-mail address: intern@medlib2, kku. ac. th

Khon Kaen University also provided knowledge
resources, training courses and consultation for the
government officers in this region. The extended
knowledge resources are also providing to the
neighbering countries, Laos and Cambodia, and many
of students from these countries came to study in the
undergraduate level . For the next five vyears
postgraduate students will be also accepted depending
upon a plan. The plan will include international courses
given lectures in English. However, only diploma
courses and some of master degree courses, such as
the master of science (MSc) in the clinical
epidemiology or elective subjects for foreign medical
students, are available at the moment.

The country provide universities the autonomy as the
policy in the next decade. Some of universities have
been already self-organized but some are still in
process.
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CULTURAL EXCHANGE
MIE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE  FUKUSHIMA MEDICAL UNIVERSITY
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My Country and

My Experience studying

at Gifu University
RFEFEFIEHARNRERCNEREE) 34

Adriana Maria Montano Suarez
e o 8

It took 21 hours from Colombia, the country of
“Hundred years of solitude (G. Garcia Marquez) ,
coffee and catleya” to Japan, the country of “A
personal matter (Kenzaburo Oe),
Shakuhachi (RJ\)." | have experienced the difference
between two countries to date.

rising sun and

It has been more than three years since my arrival to
Japan. During these years | have experienced both the
joyful and the difficult aspects of living and studying in a
country which is so far to my home country not only in
distance but also in culture, way of living and social
relations. However, |really enjoy living and learning a
different culture. At first, there happened instants that
surprised me like they did to other foreigners but | keep
those as memories and experiences to remember, to
laugh and to think how different | was when | came to
Japan and how close | am now to this culture.

When | started my studies at Gifu University, first as
a researcher and later as a graduate student, | feli that
everybody was considering me as an active member of
the laboratory. At the beginning | was surprised to hear
that lab was called “uchi (3)". | knew that the word
‘uchi” means home, so | was wondering what "uchi”
means to them. Now | realize what they really mean.
There is no other place than home where one can
spend more than I5 hours, eat, work, dream and talk.

This situation makes members of the lab feel very
close to each other and enables them to share their
ideas and feelings, as well as to collaborate in
research activities,

Here | learned the meaning of group work. In the lab
everybody is helping each other without hesitation. |If |
have any problem in my research, | can freely ask to
any member of the lab being sure that they will help me
or give me advice about my work. This cooperative
way of working makes not only the science but also all
other areas getting better day by day.

When | compare the research activities and education
in Colombia and Japan, | feel that students here in
Japan are luckier than those in Colombia, because
research  activiies have

students involved in

'opportunities (experimental set-ups, equipment, easy

access to information sources) to see how the
theoretical knowledge they learn at lectures really works
in practice in Japan. In particular | will introduce the




education system at the school of medicine in
Colombian universities. In Colombia medical doctor
training lasts 6 years of undergraduate education with
the last year of internship. These 6 years of education
are heavily loaded with lectures and fundamental
information and clinical works, as well. At the end of 6
years, students have to do one year of compulsory
service in rural areas decided by the ministry of health
to get the license of working as a doctor. At graduate
level of studies, students continue to take lectures on
their specific research subject as well as perform hands
on training and experimental research. The research
activities are usually funded by two sources:
government agencies and private organizations .

However, it must be noted that due to eccnomical
the number of
projects being funded and the amount of grants are not

problems that Colombia is facing,

so high. The main research topics concerning life
sciences Includes plant biotechnology ,  tropical
diseases and ecology. Recently some of Colombian
Universities such as Los Andes, Javeriana, National
University in Bogota, started basic research in
Molecular Biology and Human Genetics.

Now | am looking forward to contributing to the
research activities on Inborn Errors of Metabolism in
Colombia with the knowledge and experience | am

getting at the Department of Pediatrics in Gifu University.

Living in Japan
as a Foreign Student
NFlRE SRR REMN YL CLYBREERY) 1 £

Achmadi Priyatmojo
(4 ¥ Fxv7)

| came to Japan in April 1996 as a Monbusho's
research student. | learned Japanese at Nagoya
University during the first six months and then moved
to Gifu University to study plant pathology which is
my major field. For Indonesian people, Japan is also
known as Negeri Sakura (country of cherry
blossoms) and Negeri Matahari Terbit (country of
sunrise). Cherry blossoms were so beautiful when |
saw them for the first time during my first visit to
Japan. Since then, | used to attend hanami (a party
under the cherry blossom trees) with my supervisors
and friends of our laboratory.

Living in Japan where has four seasons is a nice
experience for me. Unlike my country Indonesia that
has only two seasons (dry and rainy seasons), the
seasonal change in Japan is not only weather
change but also affects style of clothing and kind of
food. Although | came from a tropical country, | still
feel hot in Japan during summer season which | did
not expect before. The snow | saw for the first time
on January 1997 while working in the laboratory. |
could not express my feeling by just words at that
time. | went out from the laboratory and run into the
field near the building of Facully of Agriculture. For
the first time of my life, | caught snow by my own
hand.

During my stay in Japan, | could take part in many
events such as cultural

homestay  programs,

exchanges and visiting schools. By participating in

such programs | could learn the japanese customs




and their activities at school. | followed the first
homestay on the golden week of May 1996 in Tsu
City. | enjoyed this homestay very much. We spent
customs and

Until

most of the time discussing our
cultures. Sometimes we talked until mid-night.
now, we are still in touch with each other.
Lecturer and students of Gifu University are very
active. | often see the light on in many laboratories
until night. This is quite different from my country

where the work stops at around 5 pm. In Japan,

many students have to do the part-time job for their
living. This phenomenon is rare in Indonesia. Parents
have responsibility to pay and give money to their
children who want to go to school for study.

Although living in a different country which has
many differences is not easy | can still enjoy the life
here because of the support of my supervisors, my
friends in and outside the labeoratory and staffs of
Gifu University. They
always easily lend me a hand when | need.

foreign student section of

1. IEBERFHAEARAREZAR

(H11A1.11R7D)

B8 | g Ey s wERYR | E P I ¥ M| B 2 B2 0 f£]|a it
2 1 b 3 3 0 14
ZIRES 0 0 3 8 2 1 14
z o ft (1) (1) (2)
e - 2 1 8 1 5 1 28
S (1) (4) (1) (6)

T DAUERZICEEL, BREAPAEAFEEZANRRICEDSE, 2ANETERRINEABAAREE NI,

() R, LFeRYTRT,

2. IRBREAEANARETEOHERE (1 BRE) (FRI0EE

¥ W BE Y| HENER | E ¥ I % ® 2 ¥ 8|2 0 f|a& &
& Hi 0 2 31 18 17 33 101
1. LT, ARICEHRERELEARARRESE LS,
3. BEAFHMSBAEMEY (TRI0EE
B0 A Ee N | HeRes | E ¥ 5| I 2 6| B ¥ K| 2 0 #8 :
H iR 18 6 53 141 &7 9 284
) & 8 14 69 20 156 9 135
=] H 26 20 122 161 72 18 419
(R - RBERER <)




I E XRZENNBDABZEH

(19995118 1 BHRTD)

By T B BT AUA (12.4) (B)

Aoz —FL 1)

A

UhFIT 2

7204 (8.A) L ‘ \ % . FL7 (260 .A) (100)

IFAET 1 F—APFUF (2A) (1)

HRIEEARILIE - 137 (82)

- 21

FAUH 4(2)

e FU S FIE A
e

Awk4 (1)
2

—— AVERIT 2 (4)

1523 (2)

BUBTTP 2 ARSI AT

HesFea (1) RLALT 14.(7)

il (2) T

o o el B ErIn:l
= ~ Sew— 31
&E 290 A (109) O, KFERBTTRT, e e

ZUZ2H 10 (3)

‘ 34 HE 1 e R

NEABLEEL wnn

RIS - S04, OEE miE OHEHF - S#
HESHRR - HE2H 19

iR

- [EFH

1 con [0 | -
:

Al

£l
: H
D o W W
3

hea

BRI -
EAM
EAME
et

30 40 50 60 70 80

FFEH (A |

90




EEXRREFEMNEBRHEARE—E Ernsnane
S T B B ® &6 B B OE MK R & &
BEom s AR L2 E B % B BB 75 27 5 5 T%2HREE
Box 2 # oW O T B S 2 - oy s B OR & H
# X £ H =z 2 F v 7 H B v o 7 F 3 Rz b+ K
B OR & i Kk B £ w B A M OHE % A B O B OB &
Tk = = # K v K #o0¥ Ay B R 2
BoORX & H % OB OEOW B WA a3 v s ) — b T EHR AN
B X &2 # 0+ A 8 @i X B A + KX H R & #
BR® A AF YA H L b oo X T ¥ I %2 B R 2 #
B ®x & # 9x ® = hoH BN MR A H KB %
Woa FE R T % B % 2 # w o R OB OB OB K O &
K B ¥ 2 # X & i B oA i B 28 T % % R & &
BB OB 2 % WA M A ok A N4 x = 7T H OB KR & #
B 5 B® Ok T % K X 2 # E A Ok ¥ B M X 2 #
K o085 £ 83 & & x B T % # = £ #
B OB OB M T % B X 2 # 1= o v oF o, o BKOR & M

HMETLEODERGENS, BEYFHEOIBAEWEEE LI, FLEEBYT E(BLBLLITFET,

(50FR, EFFHS)

QIREXRR

Za—ALA-NBEIILCEEIFIWVEILET. BEAFEARFIKETRBEERATHAY, =9 xJEERXRD
BAILFESTETWEY, A TCEFLLERBEERATEFAVNIDOIA NNV _PRRBESA DAY —bK
FEBMALTWVWETD,

HEMOARZTRISLFIMSBAICITONTLWETH, RIATR 1 E0EHBEPY V- -y, PEBOX
MOBAICETETWETY, BRELEFEGE ERICERRGERRIC 2] EE>TWETH, TO—EEE8BH
¥ LaTEWTWeiEEaE L

Fz, BAICTKEER D TEL, BEERR(CIIEAZENSHME, ARICELHEZEN0ZEFIEY, BEXFOD
F+ VNATLRZIZEBRERATSNTVWET, £3IC, HRICEMEAZLGE > TETWBESABZTL & 3,
COEOGEBTRO—GEERICH > TWEREL Y, FRFOEEBETR— ML TWERELEHDENFTELT,
AHENEBITIEENTT,

SHELEENGTEBRTROSYMNEERTRES, FRLYRVERIFICLTVWESIC, EB0ER, CBEE
HFELTHYFET, BRICOGUELED, BERZzaS U< ETVWELEEFACEC< B ERAL LITET,

A MABNRIBEXIRE EEBEB1BE
(Tel 058—293—2011, Fax 058 293—2022)
REE: PR @ FIZ 85 BN G, & & R
BZAETREMEE =  BEER (B), 288% Ew
E B ﬁ 2 &£ . BAER G, BHETF D)
RAETF @), R 8B @&

0|




