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My Experience at Gifu University : Difference of Culture
and Education System between Bangladesh and Japan

During my stay in Japan, |
found many differences between
Japanese  and  Bangladeshi
universities and schools in

terms of the education system,

management of laboratory,
research funding, and uni- v

versity life. The Bangladeshi

educational system has followed the British one, as
the Japanese system has much owed the American one.
The literacy rate in Bangladesh is very low in
comparison with Japan, it is now approximately 43%
at the primary level. However, the literacy rate has
been increased, as our government has been very
much concerning about the primary education.

The education system in Bangladesh is divided into
four levels: the primary education from class 1 to b,
the secondary education from class 6 to 10, the higher
secondary education from class 11 to 12 and the
university level for graduation as well as the higher
degree. The entrance examination is required for
entering the school, in eaddition to the examination
score, successful students are determined after the
considerations to enroll universities, colleges, medical
colleges, and other institutions for accepting the higher
degree. Although over 98% of the people live in
Bangladesh spesk Bengali language, English is widely
used as the second language.

| have experiences to visit some schools in Gifu city.
| have much impressed that the relations between
teachers and students were excellent and they are
friendly each other. | had good opportunities, and |
have much appreciated the situations of the schools.

During my visit, the children at those schools tried to

First Department of Pathology
Gifu Umiversity School of Medicine, Japan

Rahman, K. M. Wahidur

speak English. | think that they are interested in
learning English and it is better to teach them English
in the early education.

Laboratories in Japanese universities and schools
are well-organised and well equipped. If we have
enough money like Japanese universities and schools,
we can afford to install the latest equipments to
change our laboratory. | think that developing
countries can introduce and follow the Japanese
education system.

Number of educational institutions in Bangladesh is
hot enough for the people. At the moment, Bangladesh
has approximately 45, 000 primary schools, 10, 515
secondary schools, 628 colleges., 9 governmental
universities, 7 specialised universities, 9 medical
institutions, 4 engineering colleges, and 2 technical
institutions. Our research works are very restricted
and collaborative works with foreign researchers are
few, because of paucity of the funds. We are now
trying to increase the number of educational
institutions and research funds depending on foreign
governmental aids including that from Japanese
government in addition to our own internal rescurces.

Most of the government universities in Bamgladersh
have own hostels. The buildings of the hostels are
separaled for ladies and gentlemen, although the
university authority cannot provide accommodations for
gvery student. | had an experience of stay at a hostel
as a student of Dhaka University. Life at the hostel
was enjoyable and memorable that would not be
forgotten. One of the valuable things at the hostel was
exchanging cultures between my own and other
districts. It was very easy to be intimate each other.

In case of Japanese universities, there are no hostels

_?_




for domestic students but overseas students. Hostels
for overseas students in Gifu University are limited in
number and living period. Japanese and foreign
students are living in flats around the campus as it is
hard to borrow the hostel.

| have enjoyed the university life in Japan more
than | expected. We have given cultural programs at
the campus presenting Bangladeshi culture. From my
careful observation, Japanese students like to contact
the foreign culture. This year | will go back to
Bangladesh. | will not forget many interesting
experiences of Japanese life style during stay at Gifu
University.

| have to refer the

Before closing this article,
position and role of the international student

association at the university. In Bangladesh, many

universities as well as Dhaka University have the
associations which can directly support the overseas
and internal students on their administrative works for
their benefits. Although there is an international
student association at each university even in Japan,

we have not such an association at Gifu University, If
we, in terms of overseas students of Gifu University,
have the association, preferably approved by the
President of Gifu University, we can contribute to
settling overseas student's affairs by means of
providing cur valuable opinions and suggestions. | am
undoubtedly convinced that the association, organised
by the University, can overcome misunderstanding
between overseas students and administration officers.
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